RAPHAEL ( ROBERT) MORGAN
THE FIRST BLACK ORTHODOX PRIEST IN AMERICA*

BY
PAUL G. MANOLIS

Early in this century, the Ecumenical Patriarchate caused to
be ordained to the priesthood one Robert Morgan of Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, who is undoubtedly the first black to serve as an Orthodox
clergyman in America.?

The story of his conversion to Orthodoxy and his ordination,
first as a deacon and then as a priest, is an interesting one. Unfortu-
nately, all traces of Morgan after his return to the United States, fol-
lowing his ordination in Constantinople in 1907, have been lost, and
nothing is known of his efforts to convert blacks to Orthodoxy and
establish a black Orthodox parish in America.?

1. The present article is the result of researches for my forthcoming work
on the history of the Greek Orthodox Church in America, which shall appear in
three volumes. Volumes I and II, now completed, contain annotated Acta et Docu-
menta. Volume I1I, nearing completion, will contain the narrative history of the
Church, up to and including the election of Athenagoras Spyrou of Corfu as Arch-
bishop of North and South America. I wish to express my appreciation to Arch-
bishop Iakovos for his continuing interest, encouragement and support of my re-
searches in the history of Orthodoxy in America, and for permission to work in the
archives of the Archdiocese; to Miss Niki Kalle, Archivist of the Archdiocese,
for her many courtesies and assistance; to Basil Vasiliadis for his assistance; to Rev.
Nicholas Petropellis, Chief Archivist of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, for his cour-
tesy in providing me with copies of documents; to Domna Donta, Archivist of the
Greek Foreign Ministry, for her courtesies and assistance while I worked in the arch-
ives in Athens; and finally to Bishop Silas of Amphipolis, whose sharing with me of
an historical document started me on the lengthy road of researching and writing
the history of the Greek Orthodox Church in America.

2. Whether Morgan was a native-born American is not known. The Patri-
archal documents refer to him as «coming from America.» The article from L’ Echo
& Orient, reproduced in full below (Appendix No. 10), states that he was a native of
the West Indies, «...originaire des Antilles anglaises», and «...Je crois qu’ il est de la
Jamaique».

3. There has never existed, to my knowledge, any parish of Orthodox blacks
in the United States.
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It is not known how Morgan became interested in Orthodoxy,
but it appears that he had some association with the Greek Communi-
ty of Philadelphia early in this century, and with the Rev. Demetrios
Petrides, the priest then serving the Philadelphia Community.

The first mention of Morgan appears in the minutes of the Holy
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate on 19 July 1907.4 These min-
utes reveal that Patriarch Joachim III,5 presiding at the meeting of the
Holy Synod, introduced the subject, explaining that «a certain Ro-
bert Morgan» from America, «Protestant in faith, of the heresy of the
Methodists», had arrived in Constantinople, requesting acceptance into
Orthodoxy. According to the Patriarch’s statements, Morgan desired
to be baptized an Orthodox and ordained as a deacon first, and then as
a priest.

At this meeting of the Holy Synod, two documents were present-
ed. One was a letter from the priest of the Greek Orthodox Communi-
ty of Philadelphia, the Rev. Demetrios Petrides, dated 18 June 1907,
in which the Rev. Petrides recommends Morgan as a man sincerely
coming into Orthodoxy after long and diligent study, and worthy of
achieving his desires. The second document mentioned in the synodical
minutes is a letter from the «Ecclesiastical Committee» of the Philadel-
phia Greek Orthodox Church, dated 18 June 1907, containing the same
recommendations, with the added statement that after Morgan’s ordi-
nation he could remain as assistant priest in the Philadelphia parish
if he does not succeed, as he hoped, to form a separate Orthodox parish
among his fellow black Americans.®

It is clear from the above that Morgan’s traveling to Constanti-
nople was not a chance happening. It was planned in concert with the
Rev. Demetrios Petrides and the members of the Greek Community
of Philadelphia. One may surmise that Morgan had requested he be

4. See Appendix No. 1 «’AxorodBuwc¢ pete xoutdddniov elonynoty Tiig A.O.I1. mept
Twvog Pofépron Mépyxay, EN06vrog &€ *Auepixic...n. It should be noted that the dates
of all Patriarchal documents are according to the Julian calendar, thenin use by the
Patriarchate.

5. Patriarch Joachim III (Demetriades), who twice occupied the Ecumeni-
cal throne (1878-1884 and 1901-1912). He is considered to have been one of the
outstanding Ecumenical Patriarchs of modern times.

6. Summaries of the two letters are given in the Synodical Minutes (See Ap-
pendix No. 1). The letters themselves have not been located. As is stated in the sec-
ond letter, Morgan’s goal was to establish an Orthodox Community of blacks, «...v&
gy 18tay 8p0680E0y xowbmyta petald T@v &v *Apcpuxi] dropdiwy wdtod Niypntdv...».

6EOAOTI'IA, Téuog NB’, Telyog 3. 30
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accepted into the Orthodox faith and that the Philadelphia Community
had referred him to the Ecumenical Patriarchate since there was no
Greek bishop in the United States who could ordain him.”

Patriarch Joachim had referred the matter to the Metropolitan of
Pelagoneia, a member of the Holy Synod who had a knowledge of the
English language.® Joachim of Pelagoneia had examined Morgan, and
stated that he (Morgan) had a «deep knowledge of the teachings of the
Orthodox Church» and that he also had a certificate from the President
of the Methodist Community, duly notarized, stating that Morgan was a
man of «high calling and of a religious lifen. Metropolitan Joachim re-
commended that, according to the biblical, exortation, «wdv &pybpevoy
mpbdg pe od pm ExPdiw EEw».® Morgan be received, after first submitting
a canonical request, in baptism; once baptized, he be ordained an
Orthodox deacon and priest; then returning to America, Morgan would
«carry the light of the Orthodox faith among his racial brothers». The
Holy Synod, following discussion, approved Joachim of Pelagoneia’s
recommendation that Morgan submit a canonical petition for further
action»'®.

The minutes of the Holy Synod of 21 July 19074, record the pre-
sentation of the canonical petition of Robert Morgan that he be bap-
tized and ordained a deacon and priest. The minutes record the approv-
al of Morgan’s request, and the «catachesis» was made. the responsibi-
lity of Metropolitan Joachim of Pelagoneia. It is further recorded that
Morgan was provided with room and board as a guest at the Patriar-
chate for the period of time he should remain in Constantinople. It

7. Until 1908 the Greek Orthodox communities of the diaspora, and hence
the United States, were under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. In
1908 this jurisdictional claim was ceded by Constantinople to the Church of Greece.

8. Joachim Phoropoulos (1859-1909), Metropolitan of Melenik (1901-1903),
Metropolitan of Pelagoneia (1903-1909). Joachim was one of the most Ilearned of
the Constantinopolitan hierarchs of the time. Following graduation from the Pa-
triarchal Theological School of Halki, he was sent for advanced studies to Europe,
studying for two years at Oxford and four years in Germany, where he received his
doctorate in theology and philosophy. That Phoropoulis went to Oxford was unu-
sual for his time. Most clergymen of the Ecumenical Patriarchate did their
advanced studies then in Russian Theological Academies or German Universities.
He was one of the few members of the hierarchy who had a knowledge of the
English language. ‘

9. John 6,37.

10. Appendix No. 1 «....7 Zbvodog petd Sibdoredty véxpivev...n.
11. Appendix No 2.



Raphael-Roberl Morgan 467

was also approved, upon recommendation of Patriarch Joachim, that
a request be made to the Permanent Mixed Council'? that an appro-
priation be made in the proper amount in order to provide a set of
vestments for Morgan.

The minutes of the Holy Synod for 2 August 1907 contain the
report of Metropolitan Joachim that Morgan had been properly pre-
pared for baptism, and it was approved that the baptism take place
the following Sunday in the Church of the Lifegiving Source at Valou-
kli. Metropolitan Joachim was to officiate at the sacrament, and the
gponsor was to be the Bishop of Theodoroupolis.*

In a letter from the Chief Archivist of the Ecumenical Patriar-
chate, dated 4 April 1973, it was confirmed that the records of the Pa-
triarchate show that Morgan was baptized and renamed «Raphael»®,
and that he was ordained a deacon by Metropolitan Joachim on 12 Au-
gust 1907 and a priest on 15 August 19071s,

Before departing for the United States, Morgan was provided
with vestments, liturgical books, a cross, and 20 pounds sterling for
his traveling expenses. He had also requested an «gvripfveiovn and
Holy Chrism, letters of recommendation to the Philadelphia Community

12. The Permanent National Mixed Council (Awcpxés "Efvixdy Mixtdv Zvpufod-
Atov), was an organic part of the administrative structure of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate from 1862 until 1923, as provided by the «General Regulations» approved by
the Ottoman Government. By these regulations, ecclesiastical matters were divided
into spiritual and secular ones, and the lay element had the greater power. The Holy
Synod of twelve members concerned itself with spiritual matters. Secular affairs
were controlled by the Permanent Mixed Council, consisting of four synodical hier-
archs and seven laymen. For this reason, the Holy Synod sent its request for an ap-
propriation to purchase Morgan’s vestments to the Permanent Mixed Council,
which controlled the treasury of the Patriarchate.

13. Appendix No. 3.

14, Bishop Leontios (Liverios) of Theodoroupolis, Abbot of the Monastery
at Valoukli.

15. Echos d’ Orient sarcastically describes Morgan’s baptism of thrice immer-
sion «...Son bapteme n’ ayant aucune valeur, comme celui de tous les mecreants qui
vivent hors de I’ Eglise orthodoxe, ledit negre, robuste gaillara d’ environ trente-cing
ans, a ete par trois fois plonge de la tete aux pieds dans les eaux de la piscine
purificatrice, et il en est sort blanche ouaille du troupeau de la grande Eglise du
Christ.» It is interesting to note that this article also emphasizes that Joachim of
Pelagoneia conducted the sacraments of baptism and ordination in the English
language, following which Morgan chanted the divine Liturgy in English. (See
Appendix No. 10).

16. Appendix No. 11,
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and the right to hear confessions. With the exception of the d&vripAy-
owyv and Holy Chrism, the Holy Synod approved the request, for-
warding the recommendation to the Permanent Mixed Council for the
appropriation. The minutes of the Holy Synod make clear that Morgan
was to be under the jurisdiction of Rev. Petridies of Philadelphia, until
such time as he had been trained in liturgics and was able to establish
a separate Orthodox parish».27

While I was unable to locate a copy of Morgan’s ordination cer-
tificate in the Archives of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, a letter from
Patriarch Joachim exists, certifying as to Morgan’s canonical status as
a priest and his right to hear confessions.*

Morgan departed Constantinople for the United States in Octo-
ber, 1907, carrying with him a letter from Patriarch Joachim to Rev.
Petrides and the Ecclesiastical Committee of the Philadelphia Commu-
nity.»* This letter gives the details of Morgan’s baptism and ordination.
The Patriarch further writes that without doubt Morgan, now Raphael,
will be received with love upon his return to America and that he will
have the brotherly support and cooperation of those in Philadelphia in
his further clerical career.

Upon his return to Philadelphia, Morgan was received by the
community, and he baptized his wife and children according to Ortho-
dox doctrine. We learn this from the minutes of the Holy Synod of 9
February 1908,2° which notes receipt of a communication from Morgan.

17. Appendix No. 4.

18. Appendix No. 4.

19. Appendix No. 7.

20. Appendix No. 8. I have examined the baptismal record books of the
Philadelphia Annunciation Community for the period, but the baptism of Morgan’s
wife and children are not recorded therein. I was also unable to find Morgan’s name
listed as the officiating priest for any sacraments recorded in the books during this
period.

The subject of Morgan’s wife raises an interesting canonical question. Morgan
could not have an ecclesiassically valid marriage according to the Orthodox Church
prior to his going to Constantinople, since neither he nor his wife were baptized Or-
thodox. Yet, upon his return to Philadelphia an ecclesiastical wedding could not
have been performed since Morgan by this time had been ordained a priest. Pro-
perly (canonically) what should have happened was that the ecclesiastical marriage
should have been performed following baptism but preceding ordination. Did this
result then in the anomalous situation of a canonically ordained priest married out-
side the church? The Patriarchal documents do not mention this subject nor do
they provide any explanation for what had taken place. One could consider the
Morgan marriage valid based on I. Cor. 7:14, which states: «For the infidel husband
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Little is known of what happened to Morgan after his return to
the United States. A number of elderly members of the Greek Commu-
nity of the Annunciation in Philadelphia recall the black priest, who
evidently was a part of their community for a period of time. One such
member recalls Father Morgan, and that he remembers him « leaving
to go to Jerusalem never again to return after serving a few years with
Father Petrides».2t

The last mention of Morgan in Patriarchal records is in the min-
utes of the Holy Synod of 4 November 1908, which cite a letter from
Morgan recommending an Anglican priest of Philadelphia, named A.
C. V. Cartior,”® as a candidate for conversion to Orthodoxy and ordi-

is sanctified by the wife, and the infidel wife by the husband.» This is contained in
Canon LXXII of the Quinisext Ecumenical Council, which is interpreted, If, how-
ever, both parties were married while infidels in infidelity and community of re-
ligion, but afterwards one party believed in Christ, while the other remained in the
darkness of infidelity, though the infidel party is still pleased to cohabit with the
believing party, let the couple not be separated, as St. Paul says, and indeed even
St. Basil’s ¢. IX. For one thing, because the infidel husband becomes sanctified
by living with his believing wife, or the infidel wife by living with her believing hus-
band. And for another thing, because perhaps as a result of such cohabitation, the
other party may be led to piety. «FFor what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou
shalt save thy husband? demands the same St. Paul, «or how knowest thou, O
husband, whether thou shalt save thy wife?» (The Rudder of the Orthodox Chris-
ttans of All the Sacred and Divine Canons etc. Published by the Orthodox Christian
Educational Society, Chicago, 1957, pp. 876 ff.).

The Morgan case is an example of the above interpretation, since following
his baptism and ordination, Mrs. Morgan was baptized an Orthodox. Although
interesting, the above is conjecture, since we do not know how the Patriarchate
justified its actions. But it at least provides us with one possible answer to an
unusual circumstance.

21. Statement of George Liacouras. Another parishioner of the Annuncia-
tion Church, Grammatike Kritikos Sherwin, remembers as a child being taken upon
the knee of Father Morgan and ded bananas.» Mrs. Sherwin states that the convert
priest «was from the West Indies, whose daughter was a graduate of Oxford.» Still
another, Kyriacos Biniaris, recalls Morgan, whose hand «he kissed many times»
in the years of his ministry in Philadelphia. Biniaris relates that Morgan spoke
«broken Greek» and served with Father Petrides reciting the liturgy mostly in En-
glish. T am grateful to the Rev. John Limberakis, priest of the Annunciation Com-
munity of Philadelphia, for his cooperation and efforts in searching for traces of
the Rev. Morgan. The Greek Archdiocese of North and South America has no re-
cord of Father Morgan in its archives. Neither do the Archdiocesan archives contain
any records of Father Petrides. The first records for the Philadelphia Community
in the archives begin in 1918.

22. Appendix No. 9 «...8¢ 0B cuviord Alflomd Tve wpeoBiTepov Tig &y Ourade)-
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nation as a priest. According to Morgan’s letter, Cartior (Cartier?),
was also a black who desired as an Orthodox priest to undertake
missionary work among his fellow blacks. By this date, of course,
jurisdiction over the Greek church of the diaspora had been ceded by
the Ecumenical Patriarchate to the Church of Greece, and the minutes
record that the request was forwarded to that source.?

The report of the periodical L’ Echo d’ Orient concerning Mor-
gan,® is included below for a number of reasons. L’ Echo d’ Orient was
the publication of the Roman Catholic Uniate Assumptionist Fathers
located in Chalcedon. The Uniates followed with great interest the activ-
ities of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and nearly every issue of their
publication chronicled events at the Phanar. I first discovered Morgan
in the article of L’ Echo d’ Orient while working on my history of the
Church in America, which caused me to make inquiry of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate about him.

The derisive and sarcastic manner in which the Catholic Uniates
wrote of Orthodox events in 1907 would hardly be acceptable in today’s
ecumenical spirit. Besides this, the article also states that Morgan had
desired that he be ordained a bishop, and further conjectures that if
such happened, Morgan, a black, would be bishop of all the Greeks in
the United States, since the Ecumenical Patriarchate had not assigned
an hierarch to the new world. The L’ Echo d’ Orient article also contains
the error of the baptismal name of Morgan. According to the Patriar-
chal documents, he was given the name of «Raphael» upon baptism,
not «Josias».?®

Morgan’s traces have been lost, and almost nothing is known of
his efforts to convert his fellow blacks to Orthodoxy, while in the histo-

oeta *Ayyaavixdc *Exxinclog A.C.V. Cartior, émBupobvra v’ domachi) thy *Opbodotiay
wal yetpotowndy) 8pB630Eoc fepeds v’ dvardPy Epyov dmootédhov mopd Tolg &v ’Apepixi
Spopirorg adTo...n.

According to the records of the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania, there
was such a priest as A. V. G. Cartier attached to the Diocese during the period
1907-1913, and that he died in Columbia, South Carolina, in 1917. I am indebted
to the Rt. Rev. Lyman C. Ogilby, Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, for his
assistance in obtaining information about Cartier.

23. A search of the Archives of the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece did
not turn up any correspondence with Morgan.

24, Appendix No. 10.

25. One of the Patriarchal documents gives «Josias» as Morgan’s middle name,
See Appendix No. 6.
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ry of the Orthodox Church in America, including all jurisdictions, there
does not appear to have ever existed a «black parish». The proposed con-
version of the above mentioned A. C. V. Cartior (Cartier?) is the only
indication we have of Morgan’s efforts among his people.

While the Morgan story is an interesting detail in the history
of Orthodoxy in America, there are many unanswered questions about
him and his conversion to Orthodoxy. How did he become interested in
Orthodoxy? Did he have a knowledge, however scanty, of the Greek
language??¢ There were few English language publications about the
Eastern Church seventy years ago, and yet according to the testimony
of Metropolitan Joachim of Pelagoneia to the Holy Synod, Morgan, upon
examinations evidenced a deep knowledge of the teachings of Ortho-
doxy («obrog Tuyydver Bubds yvdotng Tic Sidaonaiog THs *OpbodéEou Exxhn-
cloc...»).2?” Where and how did he obtain this knowledge? On the
subject of language, we further learn from the Patriarchal documents
that he was provided with the necessary service books prior to his de-
parture from Constantinople. These were almost certainly in the Greek
language. Yet, Metropolitan Joachim was given the asignment to exam-
ine him because he (Joachim) knew English which implies that Mor-
gan did not know Greek. Further, if FEchos d’ Orient is correct, the
baptism and ordinations were conducted in the English language.

One wonders why Morgan was not baptized in Philadelphia by
Father Petrides prior to his traveling to Constantinople. This could
have been done by the Philadelphia priest, who then could have mar-
ried the Morgans in the Orthodox Church.

Another questions one might ask is whether the Philadelphia
community had financed Morgan’s trip to Constantinople. They had
provided him with letters of introduction to the Patriarchate, which is
certainly an indication that they played a role in his venture. On the
question of finances, another Patriarchal document informs us that the
Patriarchate financed his return trip, which leads us to the conjecture
that the Philadelphia people might have financed his trip to the Phanar.

The action of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in ordaining a black
American as a priest in the first decade of this century will come as a
startling revelation to many. In some respects it demontrates the ecu-
menicity of the Patriarchate, and its willingness to venture, however
meagerly, into the missionary field. It is clear from the documents that

26. See 21, supra.
27. Appendix No. 1.
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the Ecumenical Patriarchate destined Morgan to work among his fel-
low blacks in America. This is a repeated theme. He was not being or-
dained for the purpose of serving the Greeks in the United States. The
Philadelphia community was to assist him in his missionary work among
the blacks, until such time he could create a black Orthodox parish.

The question of Morgan’s being made a bishop of the Orthodox
Church, as presented in the Echos d’ Orient article, is an interesting
one. It could not have happened, of course, since Morgan was a married
man. The article states that «.. Morgan aurait exercé la jurisdiction sur
tous les Grecs etabli en Amerique. D’ ou un avantage serieux obtenu
par le Phanar sur I’ Eglise d’ Athénes». We know that there was consid-
erable friction between the Phanar and Athens over diaspora juris-
diction at that time. Under the circumstances, the Phanar would
hardly have sent a black bishop to America to shepherd a flock made
up mostly of Greeks. On the other hand, one might ponder today
regarding Morgan’s efforts in America had he remained under the
jurisdiction of the Constantinopolitan Patriarchate rather than that of
the Church of Greece.

The question of the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s action in 1908
(of ceding jurisdiction to the Church of Greece) has received a certain
amount of attention in the past, but mostly of a speculative nature as
to the reasons for such a decision. It took the will of someone like Pa-
triarch Joachim IIT to overcome the objections of the Patriarchate’s
Holy Synod, and this for purely wmational» reasons, as my forthcoming
work will document.?®

Finally, one might raise the question regarding the canonicity
of Morgan’s ordination itself, since at the time he was married outside
the Orthodox Church. One can assume that in Constantinople they
knew of his marriage, since upon his return to the United States his
first letter to the Patriarchate announced the news that he had bap-
tized his wife and children. The Patriarchal documents are silent on this

28. The latest study regarding the question of the diaspora and the Patri-
archate’s ceding jurisdiction to the Church of Greece is that of Metropolitan Bar-
nabas of Kitros, «H eig thv "Esoinciay tiig ‘ExAdSog Smaywyn tév &v Swxomopd ‘Ex-
Anuixdy "Ewanotdv xal dvdanotg adtiign. *Abfvar, 1977, 14oc. (*Avdrumov éx 7ijg
« Ocoroytacy, MH’, 1977). Metropolitan Barnabas publishes the relevant docu-
ments and gives a basic bibliography on the subject. But the work of M. Dodyia,
«*‘Toropta tHc 'OpBodbéion *Exxinciog &v Arxomopd», *ArcEdvdpera, 1956. Tép. A’, in-
cluding the original documents remains the basic one.
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question, and without knowing the circumstances involved it is diffi-
cult to make any judgement on the ordination itself.

APPENDIX No. 1

3. *Axoholbuwg perd xatdAnhov elohymowv 1hHe A.O.TI. mepl Twvog
PoBéprov Mébpyrav, éN0bvrog €€ *Auepixiic, Saupaprupopévou T Bphoxeupa
xal éx 1¥c alpéoewe TV MebBodiordy, {nrolvrog v mpocéAldy eic thv *Op-
Bodoklay, xal &g’ o Bantichi 6p0036Ewme va yerpoTovnbf Sidxovog xal fepeds
600630k0c, AapBavovron On’ By xal dvayvdioxovrar T EERc mepl adTol
OYETIXA GUGTATAPLL YpdppaTe, HToL:

4. Todppo o iepéwe ThHe &v Duradehpeta he *Apepindic ‘EXmvixic
’Opbod6Eov Kowébmmrog Anunretov IMetptdov 4794 xal yp. 18 ’Iouv., &’ of
ouviotd TOV O¢ dves P. Mébpyxav éc &vdpa elhixpivédc mpocepydpevov TH
"Opfodokia pera mohvetd ol dmiotapévny perémyy xod &Etov va Toyy Tob
mofovpévov.

5. “Evepov oyetixdv tig ‘Exxdnoiaotindic *Emitponiic the &v Dua-
dehpete ‘EXA. *O0003. Kowébrnrog 4794 ol yp. 18 Touv., Tod adtod mepre-
Youévou pete ThHe mpochnung éti, 6 elpnuévog elvar Suvatdy perd THv yetpo-
Toviay adtol va pévy o¢ Pondds tepeds mapd ) Koyt adrdy, v uy émi-
Ty, ©¢ éamller, vo whEy 3tav 8p0630E0v xovbTnTa peTald TaY &v *Apepud
bpopdrwy adtol Niyphtov.

Tol M. Iehaywvelac, elg 8v, ¢ dyyropadd), dverédn Snd thHe A.O.I1.
M éEéractg ol dvagepopbvon, SmAdoavros doadrwe, 8t obtog TUYYhvEL
Babls yvdotne e didaoxariuc i *Opbodééov *Exxdnotuc, péper 8¢ xal
miotomoinTixdy o0 Ilpoédpov 1%¢ Kowbmroc tév MebBodiordy, Emixexv-
powuévoy Omd ol ZuuBoratoypapelov ThHe Duhaderpelug, xol StoxhaypBdvov,
871 obrog elvar Gvnp OYmAdv xhioewv xal Blov Beogurols, xal Emayaybvrog
871, xote TO edayyehndy «rdv Epybuevov mpbs pe od ph dxPdiw EEwy, Sdov
ve. yivy Sextds 6 Gvapepbuevos, &’ ob mpbrepov SmoBdiy altnow xavovixhy
mepl mpocehedoews eig v "OpbBodokiay, xal oltw Bamrtiléuevos xal, dxorod-
Bwe, peta thy vevopuouéwny Soxpaatay, yeipotovodpevos 8pBodbEwe Suk-
xovog xol tepeds v EmavéNdy elc t& Ui, xoptlewv 6 @dg TVg dpbodbEov mi-
oTews petald T6Y dpopitwy adrtod, B I. Tdvodog petd Sidoxediv véxpvey,
v ouoB 6 elpnuéve, Emwg dmoPdiy T mepl Hg & Abyoc xavovuly al-
™ow S & mepatépw.

(K&3iE Avotenrindy IMpaxtixdy 1. Zuvédov, oeh. 698 § 3, 4 xal 5,
Zovedpta 19 *Tovfov 1907).
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APPENDIX No. 2
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APPENDIX No 10.

(Echos & Orient, Vol. XI, No. 68, 1908, pp. 55-560.
IV. UNE CONQUETE DU PATRIARCAT OECUMENIQUE.

L’ Eglise de Constantinople a enregistré, 1’été dernier, une con-
quéte retentissante, qui a défrayé la chronique locale pendant de
longs jours dans les journaux et les salons de la capitale. Un clergyman
américain, originaire des Antilles anglaises, négre du plus beau noir, le
Révérent Robert Morgan, aprés quelques semaines de séjour sur les
rives de la Corne d’Or, a eu la grace insigne de voir la lumiére thabo-
rique et d’ étre admis au sein de I’ orthodoxie. Son baptéme n’ayant
aucune valeur, comme celui de tous les méreréants qui vivent hors de
I’ Eglise orthodoxe, ledit négre, robuste gaillard d’ environ frente-cing
ans, a été par trois fois plongé de la téte aux pieds dans les eaux de la
piscine purificatrice, et il en est sorti blanche ouaille du troupeau de la
grande Eglise du Christ. Aprés quoi, le néophyte, desirant obtenir
I’ ordre sacré du sacerdoce qu’ il était censé posséder auparavant, a été
ordonné prétre par Mgr Joachim Phouropoulos, métropolite expulsé de
Monastir, lequel a récité les priéres du pontifical en anglais. Depuis lors
I’ex-révérend Morgan devenu le papas Josias Morgan, dit la messe dans
le rite byzantin, et en langue anglaise.

Voila le fait tel qu’ il 8’ est passé. On comprend qu’ il ait inté-
ressé la population de Constantinople, qui manque vraiment de distra-

ctions.
J’ai vu le papas Josias, un matin d’ été que je remontais en sa

compagnie les rives verdoyantes et ensoleillées du Bosphore. Sur le
pont du Ckirket, avec son rasso aux larges manches, son kamilafki tout
flambant neuf et sa voix tonitruante, il attirait 1’ attention de tous, a
la joie des Grecs, fiers de ce butin, au grand amusement de jeunes of-
ficiers ottomans, habitués & ne voir les gens de couleur qu’ en compa-
gnie des dames turques. A peine rendu chez un Anglais de mes connais-
sances, je lui fis part de ma rencontre; je transcris littéralement le bref
dialogue qui s’ engagea entre nous.

—M.G...., j’ai vu, ce matin, un de vos compatriotes.

—Ou était-ce?

—Sur le bateau du Chirket.

—D’ou est-il?

—Je crois qu’ il est de la Jamaique.

—Vous me présenterez, pour que je fasse sa connaissance, dit
mon ami qui a longtemps habité cette fle.
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—Je veux bien, mais je dois vous prévenir que c’est un négre.

—Oh! alors, ne me présentez pas.

—Je dois méme ajouter qu’ il est devenu papas grec.

—Papas grec! Vous avez confondu; ce doit étre un sorcier.

—Je n’ai jamais vu de sorcier négre, mais je connais assez le
costume des prétres orthodoxes pour qu’ il n’ y ait pas erreur de ma part.

—Apreés tout, vous avez raison, cela ne m’ étonne pas.

—Comment! moi, cela m’ étonne beaucoup.

—Les neégres son trés religieux.

— Vraiment?

—DMais oui, ils ont assez de religions pour en changer chaque se-
maine.

Mon ami avait tort. De longues semaines se sont écoulées depuis
notre conversation, et le papas Josias est resté fidele & 1’ Eglise ortho-
doxe. Il a quitté Constantinople pour Philadelphie des Etats-Unis, dans
les premiers jours de novembre, lesté de 38 livres turques (la livre vaut
prés de 23 francs) dont I’a gratifié le saint Synode pour les frais de son
voyage.

Que va-t-il faire dans son pays? Assurément, fonder une Eglise
orthodoxe de négres. Mais quoi encore? C’ est ce que 1’ on ignore,
et d’ailleurs le premier but suffit. Il paraitrait toutefois que le révérend
Morgan avait eu I’ intenion, en embrassant 1’ Orthodoxie, de se faire
sacrer évéque. Le saint Synode a reculé et je trouve qu’ il a eu tort.
L’ ordination d’ un évéque de couleur lui aurait rendu des services
inappréciables.

Tout d’ abord, étant Americain et membre du Patriarcat oecumé-
nique, le dit Morgan aurait exercé la juridiction sur tous les Grecs
établis en Amérique. D’ ot un avantage sérieux obtenu par le Phanar
sur I’ Eglise d’ Athénes. En méme temps, cette derniére prenait sa re-
vanche. En effet, si les Grecs d’ Amérique ne cessent de réclamer un
évéque, ils en veulent un blanc, cela va de soi. Ils sont trop gens de
gotit et d’ esprit pour dépendre jamais d’ un évéque neégre, fit-il 'eu-
nuque de la reine de Candace. Du jour ou on leur aurait imposé Morgan
comme évéque, ils seraient revenus a la mére-patrie; ce qui tranchait
pour Athénes la question de I’ émigration et fournissait au Cabinet Theo-
tokis les dix mille conscrits nécessaires qui lui manquent annuellement.

Il est vraiment regrettable que 1’ Eglise de Constantinople n’ait
pas songé a tous ces avantages et qu’ elle ait laissé partir le négre Mor-
gan sans le sacrer évéque.
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